


elcome to the inaugural ITS Georgia Annual Report. This report provides a 
record of our many accomplishments in 2005.  It also highlights the hard work 
of our members in carrying out our mission of expanding the use of technology 
to improve the safety and efficiency of Georgia’s transportation system. 
 
ITS Georgia’s role is to educate, promote and support 

expanded ITS deployment, operation and use.  ITS Georgia also provides a 
forum for networking, advocacy and for learning more about ITS.  To accom-
plish these goals, ITS Georgia seeks to: 

 
• Develop a broader ITS constituency 
• Educate policy makers (e.g., agency administrators, county commissioners, 

mayors, planning commissions, etc.) on benefits of continued operations 
and maintenance and how ITS can help. 

• Educate our members of national directions and technologies 
• Provide forums to share and coordinate ITSGA member missions and ex-

periences 
 
In this report you will learn about our increase in membership and about 
some outstanding ITS projects implemented in Georgia and the people 
behind them.  You will also learn about our outreach and education pro-
grams, the value of attending our monthly chapter meetings and about our 
highly successful 2005 annual meeting in Savannah.  You will also learn 
about how ITS Georgia is constantly working to improve through member 
feedback. 
 
A special thanks to our board of directors, committee volunteers and our 
sponsors who make all of this possible.  We had a great 2005 and look for-
ward to an even better 2006. 

 

Shahram Malek 
ITS Georgia President 2005 

Marvin Woodword 
ITS Georgia President 2006 

OUR PLATINUM SPONSORS 



 

www.itsga.org  | 1 

T he year 2005 was an exciting and pro-
ductive one for the ITS Georgia Chapter 
(ITSGA).  The Chapter saw its member-
ship grow to the highest number of or-

ganizations since its inception (62), recognized 
outstanding ITS projects in Georgia, assisted the 
Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) in 
rolling out new technology, launched an on-line 
ITS Knowledge Base and introduced the state’s 
transportation community to the I-95 Corridor Coa-
lition. 

 
Chapter Growth and Participation 
 
Membership -- 

Thanks to the efforts of our Membership 
Committee, the number of ITSGA member organi-
zations has grown by 60% in five years (2001 – 38, 
2005 – 61).  These organizations represent thou-
sands of transportation professionals, advocates 
and students in Georgia and across the nation.  We 
believe the increase in membership reflects 
ITSGA’s value to the state’s transportation com-
munity. 
 We also had a record number of member 
organizations vote (87%) in our annual election of 
officers and respond to our annual membership 
survey.  We believe that these measures indicate 
success in fulfilling our goals. 
 

ITS Awareness 
 
Awards - 

An important part of our outreach program 
is the recognition of outstanding ITS projects and 
initiatives.  At our 2005 annual meeting, we hon-
ored the following for their efforts: 

 
Outstanding Volunteer 
Award – Open to all mem-
bership, including Board 
members and Committee 
Chairs, who have gone 
above and beyond to sup-
port ITSGA during the pre-
vious 12 months.  The win-
ner is Anthony Bradford, 
GDOT, Chairman of the 
ITSGA Membership Committee. 

Outstanding Public Member Agency Award – 
Leadership in promoting 
ITS and/or ITSGA goals 
during the previous 12 
months.  The winner is the 
Georgia Division office of 
the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration. 
 
Outstanding Private Member Agency Award – 

Leadership in promoting 
ITS and/or ITSGA goals 
during the previous 12 
months.  The winner is Na-
tional Engineering Technol-
ogy Corporation (NET). 
 
 
 

Innovation: Outside the Box Award – Creative 
and unique approach or solution by an individual 
or group to an ITS challenge, or to an issue using 

ITS as a solution during the 
previous 12 months.  The 
winner is GDOT District 3 
for using ITS technology to 
remotely monitor construc-
tion projects. 
 

Project of Significance Award – A project, study, 
or program undertaken in 
the previous 12 months 
with an impact that is quan-
tifiable and directly related 
to a specific activity/action 
that reduces congestion, 
improves safety and secu-
rity, and enhances mobility 
in Georgia.  The winning 
project is Ramp Metering 

Atlanta’s Downtown Connector. 
 
Chapter Meeting Highlights – 
 An important part of ITSGA’s mission is to 
bring together our members for networking and to 
hear about the latest in ITS research and develop-
ment, deployment and operations. Our Chapter 
meetings provide forums for sharing and learning.  
In 2005, we averaged more than 40 participants at 
our meetings. 
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 Interstate 95 stretches along the Georgia 
coast from South Carolina to Flor-
ida.  In 2005, GDOT became a 
member of the I-95 Corridor Coa-
lition.  The Coalition serves as a 
forum for key decision and policy 
makers to address transportation 
management and operations issues 
of common interest.  ITSGA ar-
ranged for Coalition management 
to come to Georgia and introduce 
the organization to the Chapter and 
other interested transportation pro-
fessionals. 
 Other Chapter meeting topics included: ITS 
and hurricane evacuation planning and execution, 
HOT and TOT lanes and regional ITS performance 
measures. 
Annual Meeting – 
 Our 2005 annual meeting proved to be an 
outstanding success, with more than 100 partici-
pants, from 50 organizations represented at the 
conference in Savannah.  In addition to providing 
an excellent forum for networking, topics and pres-
entations included: 
• Local, State and National ITS Performance 
Measures & Monitoring 
• Advances in ITS Communications, including 
an informative look at the WiFi vs. WiMax contro-
versy 
• ITS Advances in Freight, Ports and Transit, 
including the latest in RFID tracking of military 
cargo 
• State and Federal Transportation Agency Per-
spectives, including GDOT board and FHWA 

• Vehicle Infrastructure Integration (VII), includ-
ing a national status update and perspectives from 
the auto and communications industry 
 
Support for GDOT – 

ITSGA provided a number of supporting 
activities for GDOT during 2005.  ITSGA was rou-
tinely called up to help the agency’s communica-
tions department “get the word out” about ITS- and 
traffic operations-related activities including distri-
bution of news releases and participation in media 
events.  ITSGA also sponsored a luncheon for the 
GDOT board. 

 
Knowledge Base – 
 In 2005, we launched our new and updated 
web site (www.itsga.org). In additional to provid-
ing information on Chapter members, news and 
events, the site contained a Knowledge Base of ITS 
information relevant to Georgia. Among items in-
cluded are GDOT’s ITS specifications, Chapter 
meeting presentations and the latest information 
from the Governor’s Congestion Mitigation Task 
Force. 
 
Member Feedback and Chapter Improvement – 
 In 2005, ITSGA conducted its second con-
secutive annual membership survey.  The survey is 
designed to help the chapter better meet the needs 
and expectations of its membership, and to plan for 
the following year.  In 2005, 89 percent of the 
member organization completed the survey, as 
compared to 56 percent the previous year.   
 

ITS Education 
 
Technology Advancement and Education – 
 As part of its transition to a web-based ITS 
platform, GDOT enlisted ITSGA to help introduce 
NavigatorWeb to the state’s transportation commu-
nity.  ITSGA launched an outreach program that 
included a workshop and e-mail, web and news 
media campaign.  The workshop was sold out and 
was covered by television and newspaper reporters. 
 ITSGA sponsored a series of Georgia Re-
gional ITS Architecture workshops conducted 
throughout the state in which local stakeholders 
described their current ITS-related activities, iden-
tified operational shortfalls, and prioritized future 
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factors that significantly affect communication per-
formance.  The benefits of multi-hop communica-
tions in improving communication performance 
were also discussed. 

Additionally, to increase student participa-
tion, ITSGA waived fees for students enrolled in 
ITS course tracks attending Chapter meetings. 

 
Initiatives 

  
TIME Task Force – 

The Traffic Incident Management Enhance 
(TIME) Task Force was formed to address the 
critical issues related to incident management in 
the Atlanta metro region. This task force is made 
up of concerned incident responders from transpor-
tation agencies, fire, rescue, police, towing, emer-
gency medical services, etc.  This task force brings 
together many aspects of ITS and traffic opera-
tions.   

ITSGA provided critical financial and lo-
gistical start-up support for the task force and con-
tinues to support the organization through partici-
pation and sponsorships. 

 
The year 2005 was one of growth and ac-

complishment for ITSGA and a springboard for 
greater achievements in 2006. 

ITS projects.  The workshops were attended by al-
most 100 individuals from a variety of organiza-
tions including public policy, public safety, public 
works, and transportation agencies.  A final report 
on the workshops was presented at the April 
ITSGA Chapter meeting. 
 Additionally, ITSGA sponsored workshops 
on how to program for ITS projects, introduction to 
Systems Engineering for Advanced Transportation 
and an introduction to Turbo Architecture soft-
ware. 
 

Research/Student Involvement 
 
ITS Research in Georgia – 
 Georgia’s Colleges and Universities and 
metro Atlanta’s world famous traffic congestion 
provide a rich environment for ITS technology re-
search and development. 
 ITSGA board member and Georgia Tech 
professor Dr. Michael Hunter provided the Chapter 
with an overview of ITS vehicle-to-vehicle com-
munication research being conducted at Georgia 
Tech.  Dr. Hunter’s presentation discussed Georgia 

Tech’s simula-
tion experi-
ments of vary-
ing ad-hoc ve-
hicle-to-
vehicle net-
work configu-
rations and a 
detailed field 

study of short range communications between ve-
hicles and between vehicles and roadside stations.  
Also highlighted were expected wireless communi-
cation characteristics in a driving environment and 

Committees 
Activities Committee - William Bachman 

Annual meeting committee - Marvin Woodward 

Communications committee - Bobbie Sanghvi 

Elections committee - Marwan Abboud 

Membership Committee - Anthony Bradford 
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ASSETS 2004 Balance Forward  $58,357.22   
     
 2005 Year End Balance    

 Checking Account  $ 13,919.22    
 Savings Account  $ 31,662.99    
 Total  $45,582.21   

     
 Change in Assets   ($12,775.01) 
     
     
     

LIABILITIES & EQUITY Liabilities  -    
 Equity  $ 45,582.21    
 Total Equity  $45,582.21   

     
     
     
     
 REVENUE STATEMENT    

     
INCOME Activities Committee  $   5,705.00    
 Administration  $         20.00    
 Annual Meeting  $ 39,129.70    
 Communications  -    
 Membership Dues  $ 13,050.00    
 Savings Account Interest  $      459.75    
 TIME Subcommittee  $ 11,985.00    
 Total  $70,349.45   

     
EXPENSES Activities Committee  $ 10,173.06    
 Administration  $   2,034.79    
 Annual Meeting  $ 29,302.08    
 Communications  $ 33,678.36    
 Membership Dues  -    
 Savings Account Interest  -    
 TIME Subcommittee  $   7,936.17    
 Total  $83,124.46   

     
 Gain / (Loss)   ($12,775.01) 

2005 Year-End Financial Analysis 
ITS Georgia 

Susie Dunn, Treasurer 



2005 Officers and Directors 

President 
2004-2005 Shahram Malek, Iteris 
2005-2006 Marvin Woodward, GRTA 
Vice President 
2004-2005 Marvin Woodward, GRTA 
2005-2006 Anthony Bradford, GDOT 
Secretary 
2004-2005 Bobbie Sanghvi, Street Smarts 
2005-2006 Christine Macaulay, PB Farradyne 
Treasurer 
 Susie Dunn, ARC 
Immediate Past President 
2004-2005 John Leonard, Georgia Tech 
State Chapters Representative 
 Kenny Voorhies, Cambridge Systematics 
Ex Officio 
 Robert Callan, FHWA 
 Tony Dittmeier, FTA 
 Mshadoni Smith, FHWA 
Directors 
 William Bachman, GeoStats 
 Chuck Bailey, Gwinnett County DOT 
 John Funny, Grice & Associates 
 John Hibbard, PBS&J 
 Carla Holmes, GDOT 
 Michael Hunter, Georgia Tech 
 Jeff Metarko, Clayton County 
 Bobbie Sanghvi, Street Smarts 
 David Spinney, GDOT 
 Marwan Abboud, Iteris 
 Joe Stapleton, URS 
 Bayne Smith, URS 
 Neil Poling, MARTA 
 Marion Waters, Gresham Smith 

OUR SILVER SPONSORS 

OUR GOLD SPONSORS 



ITS Georgia is an Affiliate of  

A&R Engineering, Inc.  Grice & Associates, Inc. 
AdTech Services  Gwinnett County DOT 
AirSage  Harriet R. Smith 
Arcadis  Harris Payne & Associates 
Atlanta Regional Commission  Henry County 
Atlantic Scientific Corp  HNTB Corporation 
Bill Wells  Intergraph Corporation 
Brooks-Berry-Haynie & Associates  Iteris 
Cambridge Systematics, Inc.  JAFA Technologies, Inc. 
City of Alpharetta  Ken Smith & Associates 
City of Atlanta  Kimley-Horn & Associates, 
City of Marietta  MARTA 
Clayton County DOT  Mastec 
Cobb County DOT  Mid Georgia Ambulance 
Cohu Electronics Division  NavTeq 
Control Technologies  NET Corporation 
Daktronics  Parsons Brinckerhoff, Inc. 
David Goglia  PBS&J 
Day Wilburn Associates, Inc.  Quality Traffic Systems, Inc. 
DeKalb County  Siemens Energy & Automation 
Douglas County  Skyline Products 
Federal Highway Administration  State Road & Tollway Authority 
Federal Transit Administration  Street Smarts 
Fulton County  Traffic Products 
GA Regional Transportation Authority  TransCore 
Georgia Department of Transportation  United Parcel Service (UPS) 
Georgia Dept of Motor Vehicle  URS Corporation 
Georgia Institute of Technology  Viasys 
GeoStats LP  Volkert & Associates 
Gray-Calhoun & Associates, Inc.  Wolverton & Associates 
Gresham Smith & Partners   


